
 

Our Mission… 
 

the 

Holiday Stocking News 
Coast Guard Holiday Stockings for Homeless Children 

The Ripple Effect 
I began volunteering with Holiday Stockings in 2005. I was at a 
place in my life where I was able to give back and Holiday 
Stockings was exactly what I was looking for. I have come from 
very humble beginnings. I have been homeless many times 
before moving to Seattle and once again when I arrived in 
Seattle with my father in 1996. We lived in the Union Gospel 
Mission Family Shelter. 
  
Having been part of the system in the past, I experienced an 
awakening when I arrived in Seattle. For the first time I didn’t 
feel ashamed for the circumstances of my life. I felt cared for 
and taken care of by strangers. We lived in the UGM for 6 
months before saving enough money to move into an 
apartment. I wasn’t at UGM during the holiday season, so I 
never got a stocking. What I did get was a renewed belief in 
humanity and myself. Those people who touched my life are 
responsible for my volunteerism today. Because they gave me 
such a precious gift, I have dedicated my time, energy and other 
resources to Holiday Stockings, in the hopes of touching the life 
of a child. I know first hand the power held by a small but 
thoughtful gift to a displaced child.   

Continued on page 3 

A Coast Guard family and community friend’s organization that provides 
handmade stockings filled with small basic and educational needs, with 
new useful essentials, gifts and toys for homeless children ages infant 
through teens in the Puget Sound shelters. 
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We Rely On Our Volunteers 
Save the Date! Registrations begin September 1, 2014 

Open registration begins September 1 and ends December 1, 2014 for this year’s event. You can 

register to volunteer to sort toys on Friday, December 12 from 2-6 PM, and/or to stuff stockings on 
Saturday, December 13 from 10:00 a.m.-12:00 PM.  

Register with Bobette Scheid, bobette@holidaystockings.org or (206) 232-9854 and specify the 
Friday and/or Saturday event. As space fills quickly, we recommend groups sign up early. Give us 
the approximate number and then you may add group member names up until the deadline. Scout 
and youth group volunteer registration is limited.  We request a 1:3 adult/child ratio for all children 
under age 12. 

Base security requires all volunteer names be submitted as they appear on your photo ID by Dec 1; 
any Non-US Citizen volunteer with passport must register by October 17 for security 

verification.  For Non-US Citizens a list of items are needed such as passport number, birthdate, 

and place of birth, city and country. 

All vehicles must have proof of insurance and registration. Also, all persons age 16 and up must 
have photo ID. Contact Bobette@holidaystockings.org for specifics. 

Please consider volunteering as a shelter captain on Saturday, December 13. It’s a little more 
responsibility, but fun and rewarding to deliver boxes of stockings to a shelter. 

A BIG Thanks for GiveBIG  
Thanks to all who remembered Holiday Stockings 
on May 6th, GiveBIG day! Your generosity 
resulted in donations totaling $3,196.06. We truly 
appreciate your commitment to homeless children.  

They Are Always Prepared! 
Semper Paratus is the well known motto of the men 
and women of the Coast Guard and they really were 
ready last year. Special thanks goes to the hard work 
done by RADM Richard Gromlich, Commanding 
Officer and speaker Captain Marc Lebeau (pictured), 
CDR Clifford Bambach, CDR Andrew Light, LCDR 
Jeffery Pile, F&S3 Robert Goble, PERS4 Sam 
Peterson, SKCM Karl Keyes, CIV Janie Nicodemus, 
and SK1 Justin German, Art and Victor in the gym. 
You all went above and beyond. 
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The Ripple Effect 
(Continued from front page) 

We Miss Her Passion! 
We all remember the day Penny Dustin came to Holiday Stockings. She saw 
the need to have our teen boy table organized and took over the next few 
years buying, organizing and filling stocking for what teen boys would like. 
Mary Ann Liebert said, “I so appreciated working with her because she was creative 
and thought outside the box. I loved her feisty disposition and humor except when I 
didn't follow thru on her suggestions and she let me know right away. It was hard to 
say no to her”. Penny served as our liaison with the Coast Guard for use of 
their facilities at Pier 13. Penny also put in nearly 14 years in the Coast 
Guard Auxiliary. On March 11th Penny passed away after a long battle with 
a stroke-related illness. She’s been a good and faithful servant to us all. Our 
prayers go to her family. And a BIG THANKS to those who have donated in 
her memory. 

Homelessness can happen to anyone. It’s not a situation one hopes to find themselves in but it is one 
where people can give up on themselves and others. It’s a fragile moment where someone falls and 
they need someone, like you or me, to help them. Help at that time is crucial. If you are considering 
volunteering, do it. If you want to make a donation of time or items, do it. The contribution you 
make today has a ripple effect sending out love and positivity when it’s most needed. While I have 
never had the chance to meet any of the children that benefit from the stockings, my family and I 
joyfully stuff each year. My heart is in each stocking. I know that the child opening it can feel the love 
from a stranger in their time of need. 
Namaste, Natalie Sandoval 

Dear Holiday Stockings, 
 
Thanks you for the beautiful Christmas Stockings you provided for my 
children. They were filled with lots of goodies that my kids love to play 
with. Thank you, The Ligons Family 
 

Thanks for the storking and there where a lote of neat stuff!   Brandon 
 

Thank you for the Holiday Stockings it ment a lot   the hacky sack was 
great. Because of that I’ve have begun learning to hacky. Jacob 
 

Thank you very much for the stockings! The kids were very excited to 
open them. They had so much stuff in each one, the kids were happy! 
The Leatter Family 
 

Thank you so much for giving to my families. The kids opened the 
stockings with surprise and laughter. There were a lot of fun and silly 
toys and gifts. Some families will be reusing the stockings for Christmas 
wall decorations. The stocking was very age appropriate. The older one 
rec’d lotions, Chap Stick, deodorant, nail polish, etc... What a gift! You 
made them smile! You all are amazing!    Trinity Place 
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The Gift of Time is Priceless 
 

Thanks! Two Men & A Truck 
Over the years, Two Men and a Truck have been committed 
supporters of Holiday Stockings and our mission.  Each 
year, they donate their services to help us move our added 
donated items to the Coast Guard gym for our annual 
sorting & stuffing event. They’ve saved us time, energy and 
thousands of dollars by donating their services. Plus their 
employees are extremely professional, courteous and 
timely.  
We wanted to share this experience with our supporters and 
hope you will consider Two Men and a Truck for your next 
move.  Tell them Holiday Stockings sent you! 

Last year was another banner year where on December 13 & 14, over 600 volunteers came together 
to sort and filled stockings for homeless children. But the whole story is in the hundreds of additional 
volunteers who donated money, filled donation boxes with gifts and sewed, knitted, crocheted, and 
hand made items such as stockings, hats and bibs. The combined efforts of all these volunteers 
contributed to delivering high quality gifts, toys and necessities to help homeless children feel a little 
more normal and a little less traumatized and different from others. 
 
We owe a huge thank you to Peter Cummins and his crew from the Coho Café in Issaquah who 
provided hearty snacks and servers on Saturday. Their donation was generous and delicious. Also 
we’d like to thank our friends at the Sodo Starbucks in Seattle for coffee.  
 
In the midst of the high energy of the huge crowd of volunteers operating in the ordered chaos of the 
stocking stuffing operation, I am filled with awe at the dedication and pure joy of all involved in the 
Holiday Stockings for Homeless Children. I really appreciate all the volunteers and am very proud of 
the work we did in delivering over 3,000 stockings filled with love. 
 
Many of you return year after year as a family tradition or because you were once homeless. 
Whatever your reason, we are delighted that you made Holiday Stockings your tradition. We are 
coming up on our 19th year anniversary and some have been with us the whole time. Thanks! 
Bobette Scheid, President 
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5 More Ways of Giving 
Donate Funds 
Gifts may be made by check (payable to “Holiday Stockings”) and 
mailed to: PO Box 6392, Bellevue WA 98008. Or you can donate by 

credit card via PayPal, at holidaystockings.org.  We also accept 
employee-matching gifts. Check with your company’s human resource. 

For information: Marianne Parsons 425-957-0469. 98% of your donation 
dollars goes directly into the cost of  gifts and each stocking costs 

approx. $25 to produce and fill. 

NEW!  Do you shop at Amazon? 
Support Holiday Stockings while you shop at AmazonSmile. It’s an 

easy way for you to support HS every time you shop, at no cost to 
you. When you shop at smile.amazon.com you will enjoy the same 

convenient shopping experience as Amazon.com but 0.5% of your 
purchase price goes to Holiday Stockings. To get started go to 

smile.amazon.com, register as Holiday Stockings for Homeless 
Children with your email address then just remember to go to 

smile.amazon for all your purchases.  

Shop at Bartell Drugs? 
Sign up with eScrip for a “B Caring Card” and simply designate 

Holiday Stockings for Homeless Children #500042501. Up to 4% of 
every dollar you spend goes to Holiday Stockings.  It’s free and easy. 

Complete the registration form at Bartell Drugs and receive your B 
Caring Card. Then register it online at: eScrip.com/BCaringCard or 

call 800-931-6258. Then show your card or phone # when you shop. 

Sew, Knit, or Crochet 
Do you own a serger? We have 1000 neck gaiter’s all 
cutout and ready to serge. We also need stockings, hats, 

bibs, tag blankets and a crocheted baby ball made. We 
have patterns, yarn, and fabric if needed. Contact: Pearl 

at Pearl@holidaystockings.org or 425-641-8577 for 
patterns, materials and more information. 

  NEW! Fred Meyers Rewards Program 
Support Holiday Stockings by linking your Fred Meyer Rewards Card 

to us. It’s easy, just go to fredmeyer.com, click “Community Rewards”, 

and go to “link your rewards card”. Type in “Coast Guard Family…” in 
Bellevue and you should be set. Every time you use your rewards card 

Holiday Stockings will get a portion of your sale.  
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Thank you for your generosity! 
We owe a special thanks to all those who donated time, talent and money to help make Holiday 

Stockings an enormous success this year. Although we’d love to list all the generous donors, the list is 
simply too long. Listed are the donors who contributed $250 and over from March 2013 to February 

2014. Please know that your help made a tremendous difference in the lives of homeless children. 
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Jeff & Donna Peck 
C.A. & Michele Sales 
Robert & Marianne Parsons 
Ken Sparks 
Tami Micheletti 
Jeff & Leslie Belmondo 
Cheryl Rice 
Sylvia Powell Group 
Kelly Fisher 
Pat Witt 
Derek & Karol Jamison 
Tom & Alice Dailey 
Norma Sorger & Hands Teaching Hearts Sewing 
Group 
Kerry Thompson Group 
Tom & Jennifer Scott 
Kristal Albertson 
Jeff & Sally Garrett 
M.L. & Carolyn Edwards 
Michael & Julie Moore 
James & Susan Kinghorn 
Donald & Suzanne Dally 
Janice Zahn Group 
TEK System Employees 
Eastside Pediatric Dental Group 
Starbucks employees & donors 
Scott & Jody Larson 
Eldo & Wendy DeLong 
 
DENTAL DONORS 2013 
Christian Shewey, Rodney Wentworth, Norman 
Nishikawa, Cheryl Rice, Jeffrey Schur, Kelly Fisher, 
David Arndt, Brian Dillon, Garrick Lo, Anthony 
McLaughlin, Stephanie Su, Patrick McCoy, Andy 
Traxler, Donald & Paul Lederman, Randy 
McLeary, Kirk Boettcher, Alexandra Cristescu, 
Jeffrey Zent, Donna Quinby, Ajay Dhankhar, S. 
Rehan Bashar, Scott Okino, Brian Etscheid 
 
Boy and Girl Troops, serving in 2013 
Girl Scout Troops #’s 40024, 40812, 40908,41059, 
41318, 41807, 50335, 52675, 52818 
Boy Scout Troops #’s 300, 665 
Camp Fire Girls #699 
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INDIVIDUAL DONORS 2013 
Good Choice AFH  
Microsoft Matching Gifts Program 
Bill & Melinda Gates Matching Gift Program 
Altria Matching Gifts Program 
Savage Color 
Horizons Foundation 
Ernest R. & Audrey M. Turner Foundation 
The Suquamish Tribe 
Ross Dress for Less 
Target Stores 
Fred Meyer Stores 
Puyallup Tribe of Indians 
Washington Dental Services 
Delta Dental 
Puget Sound Early Ford V8 Club of America 
PAC LAB & PAML Employee Matching 
Nordstrom Federal Credit Union 
TEK Systems 
Milestone Physical Therapy 
Pacific Bio Science Labs 
W.P. I. G. of Seattle 
Kirkland Middle School 
Apple Store 
Acacia Memorial Park & Funeral Home, 
Employees 
Leroux Fine Apparel 
Magnolia Ace Hardware 
Laurie’s Salon 
Clearwater Casino 
Coho Café in Issaquah 
Two Men And A Truck 
Costco Wholesale 
Eastside Quilters 
Pfau Cochran Vertetis Amala 
  
INDIVIDUAL DONORS 2013 
Gheorghe & Geta Moldovan 
Delgene & Cordelia Phillips 
Robert & Ruth Porter 
Iris Peterson 
Tom & Mary Ann Liebert 
R.J. & Janice Formisano 
Kevin & Bobette Scheid 
Nicolette Gagner 
Paul & Marjorie Versaw 
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What We Need for 2014 
Thank you for your interest in homeless children. Your donations are welcome and greatly 

appreciated. Gifts must be new, and safe for children.  
Donations need to be delivered by December 10th. For pick up or questions contact: 

Bobette at Bobette@holidaystockings.org, Pearl at Pearl@holidaystockings.org or 
Marianne at Marianne@holidaystockings.org 
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For Teen Age Youth: 
Adult size socks, girly, regular & thermal 
Knit, crochet or fleece hats 
Toothbrushes, wrapped  
Travel size toothpaste 
Dental floss 
Small brushes and combs for girls 
Pedicure/manicure sets 
4’ - 6” nail files 
Deodorants for men & women 
Body Wash & lotion in small size bottles 
Clear chap sticks & lip-gloss 
Nail polish, especially neon colors 
Blush, eye shadow & mascara 
Small package of hair ties 
Hair-pic, or wide toothed comb 
Latest fashion bracelets 
Fancy/fun writing pens & highlighters 
Glue sticks 
5X7” paperback journals 
Jewelry making bead kits 
Playing cards 
Hacky-Sac balls 
Paperback game books: Sudoku, Crossword,                 
Word Find, etc. 
Small stuffed animals (Beanie Baby size) 
Breath mints & sugarless chewing gum 
Travel alarm clocks 
Batteries (AA & AAA) 
4 – 8 GB USB flashdrives 
 
For Street Youths: 
Gift cards, Target, Fred Meyer, Ross, grocery 
stores or $5.00 food coupons 
Phone cards  
Bus pass 
Hand or Foot warmers 
Warm gloves 
Thermal socks 
Small bottles of hand sanitizers 
Ear buds 
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For Infants & Toddlers: 
Infant washcloths 
Boy & Girl socks 
Knit, crochet or fleece hats & warm gloves 
Baby rattles and teethers 
Small stuffed animals, for infants 
Infant pacifiers & bottle nipples 
Diapers, or Pull-Ups for 25 lb. child 
Small chunky books 
Bubbles 
Fat crayons and coloring books for toddlers 
Baby thermometers 
 
For Elementary School Age: 
Boy & Girl socks 
Knit, crochet or fleece hats & warm gloves 
Child toothbrushes & travels size paste 
Small brushes & combs 
Chap sticks  & lip-gloss 
Crayons, markers or colored pencils 
Sidewalk chalk 
Small craft kits 
Yo-Yo type toys 
Bendable characters 
Flashcards or game cards such as Uno or  
   Go Fish 
Activity, coloring, & maze paperback books 
Punching balloons 
Stickers and tattoo’s 
Play clay 
3” balls or bouncy balls 
Ready-to-Read paperback books 
Small stuffed animals (Beanie Baby size) 



 

 

 

The Babies Are Waiting 
Do you and your friends like to sew or crochet?  We have 350 infants to 1 

year olds who would benefit from your skill and time.  We need crocheted 

rattle balls, flannel/fleece tag blankets and baby bibs.  We can supply 

patterns, yarn or fabric or you’re welcome to use your own. If you would 

like to help this year please contact us now.  Contact Pearl 

Grantham at 425-641-8577  Pearl@holidaystockings to get 

started. 

www.holidaystockings.org 
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Holiday Stockings for Homeless Children 
PO Box 6392 
Bellevue, WA 98008 

 


